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U.S. Catholic Church in mission overseas

“To those who love God, all things 

work together for good ...” 

Romans 8:28 

W
hile we sleep, our minds mull over in dreams the events of our 

daily lives. Awake, we dream of our aspirations: the things we 

yearn for, desire to accomplish or hope to become.

One story in this issue features three seminarians set to be ordained to the 

priesthood this June. Their dream is to become Maryknoll priests. In another 

article, on the sending of four Maryknoll lay missioners, Bishop Mark Seitz of 

El Paso goes further, calling Maryknollers “a bunch of dreamers” working for 

a world that Jesus “dreamed of.” 

In fact, dreams run throughout this issue. My article on Father Kyungsu 

Son’s work in Peru recounts his efforts to help blind people ful�ll their 

dreams to thrive and be independent. A feature on the Maryknoll Sisters in 

Cambodia re�ects the realization of their dream to help Cambodians rebuild 

their ravaged nation through education. 

We also tell the story of an immigrant whose community in Guatemala 

was served by Maryknoll missioners. He �ed political violence to �nd the 

American Dream and now serves as a leader in the Church’s ministry to 

Indigenous people. Our Partners in Mission column this issue, from a 

volunteer in Bolivia, is even titled “Maryknoll Dreams.”

We all dream. We dream in our slumber, and we dream in our hopes and 

longings. Many — as evidenced in our article on the con�ict between Israelis 

and Palestinians — dream of peace and security. Let us join them with our 

prayers for the same.

 Lynn F. Monahan

 Editor-in-Chief

The Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, the Maryknoll Sisters of St. Dominic and the Maryknoll Lay Missioners 

share the Maryknoll name and charism of commitment to the mission of Jesus Christ, sharing God’s love 

with people worldwide. While these three Catholic organizations often work together in mission, each 

is responsible for recruiting and supporting its own missioners. The Maryknoll Af�liates is a movement 

grouped into local chapters both in the United States and abroad of lay people who seek to re�ect the 

Maryknoll charism within the context of their own lives, careers and communities.
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A child is served by Maryknoll’s Apoyo Escolar 

afterschool program in Cochabamba, Bolivia.
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Laudate Deum

By Joseph R. Veneroso, M.M.

Let all that was and is and will ever be

Praise God from whom all creation erupts

Like a million billion galaxies and hummingbirds

Like swans, planets, centipedes and stars

�ings visible and invisible like

Jelly�sh, quasars, magnetic �elds and gravity

Microbes, molecules, marigolds and manatees

Rainbows and rice paddies row on �ooded row

Praise God.

Let all that grows and dies, eats and plays

Reproduces and decays, swims and �ies

Praise God from whom all motion �ows

Like babbling brooks and rivers

Mighty to behold, waters wet and wonderful

Gentle breezes, gendered hurricanes 

Earthquakes and melting glaciers

Volcanoes, canyons, deserts and dust

From whom God created us

Praise God.

Photo by Pixabay
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Let everything that borrows breath and time

From the eternal, most merciful One

Praise God from whom all life evolves and

In whom we live and move and have our being

Gorillas no less than grasshoppers

Cobras as much as caterpillars modeling 

Death transforming into glorious resurrection

Which alone should inspire all to

Praise God.

Come join us, all you valleys and empty spaces

Who make way for mountains and music notes

And without whom chaos and cacophony

Would surely triumph over beauty and truth

Were it not for holy silence that births within

All human brains the grace to look in wonder

At all that is and was and, dreaming of what

May yet be, sees, tastes, hears and touches

God and whispers a resounding, “Amen.”
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S 
orghum is a most incredible 

plant. It can survive in South 

Sudan’s harsh semi-arid en-

vironment and resists pests and dis-

eases that ravage maize or cassava. 

There is really only one predator that 

can damage an entire crop in a short 

time: birds.

If left unchecked, small sparrow-like 

birds that congregate in the hundreds 

will eliminate the farmer’s main source 

of food. With no access to advanced 

technologies nor government exten-

sion agents for support, Toposa farm-

ers build rudimentary platforms in their 

�elds and send their young children 

to stand there all day long. I call these 

children the “bird chasers.”

The boys and girls, 6 to 10 years 

old, stand in the hot sun from dawn 

to sunset, shouting and yelling every 

time a bird comes by. Many children 

have to miss school, especially when 

the harvest is almost ready. They are 

in those �elds seven days a week for 

about a month. 

Bird chasers have to be alert and 

aggressive. Some use a willow stick as 

a weapon, placing a small ball of clay 

on the end that they whip at the birds. 

Others bang on pots or pans or blow a 

whistle, but most simply yell and shout. 

As I teach my classes in South Su-

dan where I work as a Maryknoll lay 

missioner, we hear the hoarse shouts 

of these children desperately protect-

ing their valuable crop. I often wonder, 

what does the future hold for these 

children who must forgo school to 

prevent birds from eating their food 

for next year?

Gabe Hurrish, MKLM

A
nother sister and I served in 

Panama as pastoral ministers 

in a priestless area of 40,000 

people. When a young husband, a 

jockey at the local racetrack, died in an 

accident, I visited his widow. She was 

inconsolable. She wept, moaned and 

wailed. After several visits, I thought 

maybe I was making it worse by re-

minding her of her sorrow.

A few weeks later, a group of women 

appeared at my door. “You have to talk 

to her,” they insisted. “She is neglecting 

her children. We have taken food to her, 

but she needs to pull herself together.”

I visited her again and asked, “Do you 

have a picture or a statue of the Bless-

ed Mother?” She brought me a portrait 

of the Sorrowful Mother. I pointed and 

said, “Look, she lost her only son.”

The widow stopped crying. She sat up 

straight, glared at me and then snapped, 

“She got him back in three days!” 

This woman who had been crying for 

weeks — so distraught that she was 

neglecting her children — was angry. 

But, at last, she had named her anger 

and moved forward in the process of 

mourning. There was not much to say 

now. I embraced her and said goodbye. 

Just a few days later, she was back to 

caring for her house and her children. 

Elizabeth Roach, M.M

O
ur students in El Salvador, 

where I served until recently 

as a lay missioner, sacri�ce so 

much to attend high school. There is 

a lot of temptation to join gangs or to 

drop out. I �nd hope in the Resurrec-

tion through their perseverance.

I �rst met Raúl’s family 16 years ago. 

Raúl, then 9 years old, lived with his 

mother and older brother in a part of 

town that was controlled by gangs. His 

father had been murdered.

Raúl participated in our sports pro-

gram. He had a passion for soccer and 

was an excellent teammate. In his �rst 

year of high school, he entered our 

scholarship program. He studied hard 

and went for tutoring every Saturday 

morning at the local Jesuit university.  

Raúl’s dream was to become a chef. 

After high school, he attended culinary 

college. Only about 9% of Salvadorans 

graduate from college, and Raúl and his 

family had to make many sacri�ces to 

realize his dream. In 2020, he graduated 

with a technical degree in culinary arts.

Now Raúl gives back to the next 

generation of scholarship students. He 

joined the committee that organizes the 

scholarship program. Even though he 

works full time, he mentors students 

and leads re�ections at meetings.

Larry Parr, MKLM

A
t the height of the civil war 

in 2015 in South Sudan, we 

gathered for the Good Friday 

service in our plastic-sheeted Catholic 

church in our U.N. camp. As the Pas-

sion reading was being read, I received 

an urgent communication. Many peo-

ple �eeing the �ghting were running to 

our camp, and our church was needed 

as a temporary shelter for them.

Just as our service ended, we could 

see the people coming toward us. I told 

the congregation: “Today we remem-

ber the suffering and death of Christ 

on the cross. Let us open our arms to 

now receive the suffering Christ in the 

people coming to us for help.”

The Church community immediate-

ly responded with compassion and 

accepted them as their brothers and 

sisters.

Michael Bassano, M.M.

MISSIONER TALES

Sean Sprague/El Salvador
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Cultivating Mission  in Cochabamba

A Maryknoll center in Bolivia �nds new life through its green project

By Deirdre Cornell 

Photos by Adam Mitchell

H
ummingbirds whir and monarch butter�ies �it from one bush to an-

other. Koi swim in small pools. Chickens roam the grounds, as do two 

llamas — Domingo and Catalina — munching on hibiscus �owers. 

The Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers center 

and residence in Cochabamba, Bolivia, bustles 

with life.

“What I love here are two things,” says Mary-

knoll Father Alejandro Marina, 57, the local su-

perior. “One is the history of what we have done 

here as Maryknoll … Second, I love the ongoing 

potential of this place in service to mission.”

Father Marina, who was incardinated into 

Maryknoll after serving through the associate 

priest program, �rst came to the Cochabamba 

center two decades ago. Now, he says, he has 

spent the past couple of years identifying respon-

sible uses for the center’s land and buildings. 

Clockwise from left: Maryknoll Father Alejandro 

Marina, Eliza Encinas Díaz, Isabel Huanca, Elva 

Caballero and Leonel Cerruto are shown at the 

Maryknoll center in Cochabamba, Bolivia.
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Among the several partner orga-

nizations that have found a home 

on the �ve-acre property is Kaw-

say (“to live” in the local Quech-

ua language). In addition to of�ce 

space, its members and staff use 

an eco-friendly outbuilding with a 

kitchen and outdoor ovens. There, 

they practice techniques such as 

baking pastas made out of legumes 

and vegetables, or dehydrating po-

tatoes that can be stored for years 

and then ground into �our.

Kawsay Director Leonel Cerruto 

explains that these methods are 

taught in workshops offered to 

marginalized people in both urban 

and rural communities, promoting 

sustainable practices.

“In a throw-away culture where 

everything is disposable, even na-

ture and people, our Mother Earth 

School recovers ancestral knowl-

edge and analyzes new technolo-

gies,” he says. Before leading Kaw-

say, Cerruto worked for many years 

at San Gabriel, an Indigenous-lan-

guage radio station founded by 

Maryknoll.

Initiatives like Kawsay’s are ur-

gent, Cerruto says, noting that Bo-

livia has been experiencing wide-

spread drought and subsequent 

�res that burn out of control.

“As the Church, how can we not 

raise consciousness and seek alter-

natives?” he asks. 

A leader from another partner 

organization says that Maryknoll’s 

support of their organic produce 

collective has been “a blessing.” 

Rene Encinas, former president of 

the Association of Ecological Ag-

ricultural Producers (APAE), says 

their goal is to offer nutritional al-

ternatives for families.

“Lots of producers are growing 

— but not in a healthy way,” he 

says, citing pesticides, genetic en-

gineering and large-scale monocul-

ture as harmful agricultural practic-

es. In contrast, APAE consists of “60 

families who are conscientized and 

committed to the environment.”

“Our land in Cochabamba is very 

productive,” Encinas says. Growing 

organically is not the problem, he 

continues, marketing is. Founded in 

2018, APAE struggled to �nd buyers.

“We began to knock on doors,” 

Encinas says. 

Eliza Encinas Diaz, current presi-

dent of APAE, says: “It hasn’t been 

easy, but it’s not impossible, ei-

ther.” Her family grows a variety of 

vegetables on their land. Thanks to 

partners like Maryknoll, she says, 

they are able to make a living.

“We made an agreement with 

APAE, and they started a weekly 

fair here,” Father Marina says, “not 

only to sell vegetables but to teach 

people in the city better nutrition.”

Every Thursday from 9 a.m. to 

2 p.m., shoppers browse APAE’s 

abundant produce and Kawsay’s of-

ferings of honey, bread, soaps and 

other products. Andean music plays 

in the background. Joining the fair 

are neighbors, people from local 

small businesses, and members of 

other partner organizations on the 

property. 

Carlos Prado, an author and prac-

titioner of natural medicine, usual-

ly gives a presentation. A longtime 

friend of Maryknoll whose inter-

est in horticulture was nurtured at 

the center, Prado recently “went 

through the vegetables one by one 

and talked about each of their nu-

tritional bene�ts,” Father Marina 

says. He adds that Prado helped 

create a catalogue of the property’s 

plants and trees.

Three priests, two brothers and 

four seminarians use the center and 

residence as a home base, coming 

together regularly for Mass, meals 

and gatherings. Maryknoll Broth-

er Joseph Bruener is kept busy as 

house manager.

The seminarians’ enthusiasm, es-

pecially, adds much energy to the 

Karen Villarroel (hat) and Lola López work for the Social Justice Foundation at the center. Karla Rojas (left), of the new language school, instructs pupil Sister Kang JuJin of Korea.
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center — an ideal place to hone 

their ecological skills. Yohana 

Maswizilo dons a beekeeper suit 

to remove honeycomb from two 

beehives. Another candidate, Bar-

rack Odeka Auka, tends saplings. 

“We assist in a reforestation proj-

ect in the Amazon,” Father Marina 

explains. “We are trying to grow 

some of those trees here, in order 

to learn all the process.”

Assigned to Cochabamba for two 

years, the young men are there to 

complete their Overseas Training 

Program (OTP) — an essential part 

of formation for Maryknoll priests 

and brothers — as they prepare for 

a lifetime as missioners. 

Maryknoll has a long history of 

cultivating mission in Cochabamba. 

Formerly known as the Maryknoll 

Mission Center in Latin America 

(CMMAL), the center housed multi-

ple programs. Since the Maryknoll 

Language Institute’s opening in 

1965, some 12,000 missioners stud-

ied Spanish, Quechua and Aymara 

there. In 2002, a comprehensive in-

ternational mission formation pro-

gram was launched, drawing new 

participants — including Father 

Marina, who is originally from the 

Diocese of San Isidro, Argentina. A 

host of leadership programs were 

offered from 2007 until CMMAL 

closed.

“We were in a process of 

right-sizing, and with the pandem-

ic everything was complicated,” 

Father Marina explains. “Imagine, 

all these programs were focused on 

in-person relationships.”

He continues, “The CMMAL proj-

ect closed in 2020, but Maryknoll 

didn’t close. We still offer people 

here what they need to be a good 

missioner.”

Father Marina points to the ex-

ample of language study. A new-

ly formed school rents of�ce and 

classroom space at the center. Its 

staff consists of four former Mary-

knoll Language Institute teachers. 

Viviana Flores is director of the 

project, called the Intercultural Lin-

guistic Center for the World from 

Latin America, known by its acro-

nym in Spanish as CLIMAL. Osvaldo 

Mamani assists in administration. 

Although it was intimidating to in-

corporate on their own, Flores says, 

the teachers took courage from 

their experience with Maryknoll.

“We knew how to work in a class-

room,” she says. “We have worked 

with a variety of students from dif-

ferent cultures, countries and lan-

guages.” She adds, “Maryknoll was 

a window to the world for us.”

The center continues to offer lan-

guage classes to people preparing 

for mission in Latin America — in-

cluding Maryknoll’s short-term vol-

unteers, lay missioners, and OTP 

priest and brother candidates.

Like this project, Father Marina 

says, “other organizations use the 

buildings to have a place to do mis-

sion. Talking to each one of them, 

we saw possibilities to work to-

gether. And that gave new life to 

this place.”

Something else was happening, 

he says. Inspired by Pope Francis’ 

encyclical Laudato Si’: On Care for 

Our Common Home, in 2021 the 

Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers 

committed the Society to the care 

for God’s creation. The priests and 

brothers serving in Bolivia agreed 

to take on a green project at the 

center and residence.

Cochabamba, a sprawling metro-

politan area of 1.4 million inhabi-

tants, suffers from climate change 

exacerbated by haphazard urban 

planning. Just next door to the 

center, a 26-story apartment build-

ing was erected, interfering with 

the area’s groundwater system. In 

response, the local neighborhood 

organization blocked another con-

struction project and called for 

studies on potential environmental 

impact.

“Here, with the help of our part-

ners, there is an opportunity,” Father 

Marina says. “Our goal is to make 

this center and residence an ecologi-

cal witness for Cochabamba.”

Oscar Rosas (right) teaches Spanish to Father Melchor D. Andaya of the Philippines.

Mercedes Sayqua of Kawsay develops a natural hair product using traditional herbs.
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that befalls everyone lucky enough 

to live that long. It manifests itself of-

ten in small, maddening ways. 

Once accustomed to jogging three 

miles several times a week, I’m now 

“lucky” if I can walk to the corner. Ten 

years ago when I got hearing aids, the 

technician was surprised at how en-

thusiastic I was about getting them. 

“I’ve worn glasses since I was 7, I had 

a quadruple bypass in 2002 and got 

a pacemaker a year after that,” I said. 

You can call me a bionic priest. 

Unfortunately, many times the 

shadow of the Cross does not por-

tend an improvement in the quali-

ty of life, but a harsh, albeit subtle 

limitation. For many, it is hard to ac-

cept the loss of freedom, manifested 

when they are forced to surrender 

their car keys. For others, the phys-

ical changes their bodies undergo 

can threaten their identities.

Yet here is where we might all 

have one last mission: to show the 

world we can live as fully as possi-

ble and not be de�ned by our dimin-

ishment, whatever its form. Here we 

might come to a fuller appreciation 

of the wisdom of Saint Paul: “I re-

joice in my sufferings for your sake, 

and in my �esh I am �lling up what 

is lacking in the af�ictions of Christ” 

(Colossians 1:24).

Lent prepares us for just such a 

revelation. The shadow of the Cross 

may indeed increase and darken ev-

ery year, but that’s only because the 

light of the Resurrection radiates more 

brilliantly with each passing day.

Spirit of Mission

O
ne of the �rst challenges a 

missioner faces overseas is 

learning to communicate in 

a different language. Scripture gives 

us ample warning that to commu-

nicate the love of Christ to all peo-

ples, we must do a lot of “dying” to 

ourselves. We are “strangers in a 

strange land” (Exodus 2:22), and in 

a new place, missioners will make 

linguistic mistakes and even babble 

senselessly like babies during those 

�rst strenuous years of learning a 

new language.

Saint John the Baptist modeled 

the new way for us: for Christ to 

increase, we — that is, our egos 

— must decrease. Returned Mary-

knollers love to share stories of how 

our fumbling in a foreign language 

at least gave people a good laugh, if 

not the profound theological insight 

intended. 

But these little embarrassments 

turn out to be mini lessons, not just 

for missioners but for all Christians 

and even all people. Like it or not, 

everyone alive will eventually experi-

ence the unavoidable limitations and 

diminishment that are an integral 

part of life.

Maryknoll Lay Missioner Donna 

Wienke, though blind, parlayed her 

handicap into a teaching tool. The 

cleaning woman at Sogang Univer-

sity in Seoul, where Wienke taught, 

watched spellbound as Donna read 

braille with her �ngers. Turns out, the 

cleaning lady’s daughter was also 

blind. “I never realized blind people 

could do anything,” the mother con-

�ded to the missioner. 

Anglican missionary Rev. Michael 

Lapsley fought for years to overturn 

apartheid systems in South Africa 

and Rhodesia. For his efforts he re-

ceived a letter bomb which explod-

ed, destroying both of his hands and 

an eye. Afterward, Lapsley concen-

trated his energies on creating and 

running the Institute for Healing of 

Memories in Cape Town. In his book 

Redeeming the Past (Orbis 2012), 

Lapsley says, “I think I can be more 

of a priest with no hands than I ever 

was with two hands.”

Truth is, every one of us is wound-

ed and handicapped either physically, 

emotionally or spiritually. We learn, of-

ten the hard way, that we are no lon-

ger as young and perfect as we once 

— if ever — were. The older we get, 

the larger and darker the shadow of 

the Cross touches our lives. 

“Old age is not for sissies,” an 

adage goes. It’s the one “handicap” 

In the Shadow of the Cross

By Joseph R. Veneroso, M.M.

A elderly woman prays fervently during Mass at a Catholic church in Tianjin, China. 

(OSV News photo/Kim Kyung-Hoon/Reuters/China)
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�e Maryknoll community embraces three 

new deacons preparing for the priesthood

By Andrea Moreno-Díaz

Hearts on Fire

(Left to right) Joshua Maondo, Matthew Sim and 

Charles Ogony are shown at their perpetual oath 

ceremony on June 3, 2023. The seminarians will 

be ordained as Maryknoll priests on June 8, 2024. 

(Michael Calvente/U.S.)

I
n his message for World Mission 

Day last year, Pope Francis spoke of 

“hearts on �re, feet on the move.” 

For three Maryknoll seminarians or-

dained to the transitional diaconate 

in 2023, the road to ordination as 

Maryknoll missionary priests is, quite 

literally, a journey.

Joshua Maondo and Charles Ogo-

ny, from Kenya, and Matthew Sim, 

from Singapore, are making �nal 

preparations to receive the sac-

rament of Holy Orders on June 8. 

With hearts ablaze and their bags 

packed, the three will carry on an-

ew Maryknoll’s mission to bring 

help and hope to the world’s most 

disadvantaged.
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Following in Footsteps
For Joshua Maondo, 29, the path 

to priesthood was envisioned from 

a young age. Born in Kakamega, 

in western Kenya, Maondo says his 

faith was nurtured at home. “The 

Catholic faith came through my 

grandmother,” he says. “When she 

married my grandfather, she con-

verted the whole family.”

When Maondo became an altar 

boy after his First Holy Commu-

nion, his grandmother could not 

have been prouder, he says. She en-

couraged her grandchildren to go 

to catechism classes and reviewed 

with them what they learned. Ma-

ondo would often discuss with her 

ways in which the Church’s teach-

ings could be practiced within Afri-

can culture. 

Maondo �rst learned of Mary-

knoll missions as a student of lin-

guistics and literature at Kenyat-

ta University in 2012 from Father 

Lance Nadeau, then a chaplain at 

the university. 

Although he had dreamed of 

becoming a priest since childhood, 

Maondo felt that the Maryknoll ex-

perience was unique: “You can eas-

ily single out [Maryknollers] from 

the rest of missioners. The way they 

handle people, with a lot of care, a 

lot of compassion — the way they 

move with the people.”

He began his overseas training 

— a two-year-long experience of 

mission formation for Maryknoll 

priest and brother candidates — in 

Cochabamba, Bolivia, at the onset 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. He says 

that despite the risk, he resolved 

to remain by remembering that he 

was following in the steps of early 

Maryknoll missioners. 

In Cochabamba, Maondo par-

ticipated in ministry to prisoners 

at the maximum-security prison El 

Abra. He also served as a tutor for 

children after school at Hogar San 

Martín-San Vicente, a home for at-

risk children and youth.  

“You can see hope in them,” Ma-

ondo says of the students he was 

tutoring then. “You look at their 

faces and you can see gratitude: 

‘I’m glad I’m here … I look forward 

to a brighter future.’” 

When Maondo returned to Chi-

cago to continue his studies at 

Catholic Theological Union (CTU), 

he volunteered at the Aquinas Lit-

eracy Center to teach English to the 

immigrant community. He currently 

serves as a deacon at St. Basil Visi-

tation Church and also assists at St. 

Benedict the African Church. 

Maondo says the word “commu-

nity” sums up his thoughts about 

mission. “Community lifts you up,” 

he says. “At the end of it all, it’s 

you in service to the community.” 

He wishes his grandmother, who 

passed away in 2016, could have 

seen him become a priest. 

When talking about his own 

dreams for the future, Maondo 

says he wants to see “a blossoming 

Maryknoll.” 

A Sign of Peace
Charles Ogony’s �rst steps in his 

vocation began in childhood, guid-

ed by his family in Migori, Kenya. 

His grandfather donated a plot of 

land for the construction of a small 

chapel and his father became a cat-

echist. That was when, Ogony says, 

he began walking in the faith. 

When Ogony was only 6 years 

old, he witnessed robbers violently 

attack his father as they attempted 

to steal from his home. The attack 

left a huge impression on him, yet 

instead of resorting to resentment, 

the young boy began considering 

what he could do to foster harmony 

among people. 

“I saw priesthood being a sign of 

uniting people together,” he says. 

“If God calls me, I should respond so 

that I can be a sign of peace.”

Ogony also encountered Mary-

knoll in 2012 as a student of edu-

cation, geography and history at 

Kenyatta University, where, he says, 

Father Nadeau’s homilies were ex-

ceptional: “He could make students 

from different churches, differ-

ent religions, come to the Catholic 

Church.” 

With Father Nadeau’s encour-

agement, Ogony met other Mary-

knollers. “We saw the same spirit of 

welcoming, of compassion,” he says. 

He remembers thinking that Maryk-

noll must be “special.” 

Ogony began his overseas train-

ing in Bolivia in 2019. When the 

outbreak of COVID-19 prompted 

lockdowns and caused many in-

ternational volunteers to �ee the 

country, Ogony remained to help in 

any way he could. 

Alongside fellow Seminarian Mat-

thew Sim and Maryknoll Brother 

Ryan Thibert, Ogony volunteered 

at Hogar San José, a home run by 

the Little Sisters of the Abandoned 

Elderly for senior citizens at risk 

of homelessness. “Changing their 

clothes, serving them food, that was 

the mission,” he recalls. 

On his own initiative, Ogony al-

so began a ministry to accompany 

the homeless population of the city. 

Soon he became known as Hermano 

Carlos (Brother Charles) to the mar-

ginalized street people he befriend-

ed. Fresh from language school as 

a learner of Spanish, Ogony shared 

meals with them, singing and listen-

ing to their stories. “The way they 

received me was quite humbling. I 

fell in love with that ministry.”

Back in Chicago in 2021, Ogony 

continued his studies at CTU while 

he served at the Blessed Sacrament 

Youth Center, tutoring children 

from violent neighborhoods in an 

afterschool program. He also cur-

rently assists at St. Benedict the Af-

rican Church. 

Ogony, 30, is open to going wher-

ever mission will take him: “Being a 

missioner is to go out and meet the 

marginalized and listen to their sto-

ries. That is the gospel we can write 

in their life — and they’ll also write 

the same in our life.”

Maondo at St. Basil Church (Courtesy of Maondo/U.S.) Ogony growing trees (Courtesy of Ogony/Bolivia)
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Prayer  for 
                 VocationsBy Charles Ogony

O Jesus Christ, our Savior, you are the teacher 

of vocations. You proclaimed to us that “the 

harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” 

With hearts full of gratitude, we accept your 

invitation to follow you. May you send us as 

shepherds of your heart to walk with your �ock, 

God’s people.

Inspire more men and women to come 

tenderly to care for your �ock with charity and 

compassion. As the salt of the earth and the 

light of the world, let all your devoted servants 

bring joy to the marginalized, hope to the 

desperate, and peace to the af�icted. May we 

be the fragrance of your presence, drawing the 

whole world into your divine presence. Mary, 

Our Mother, you were always ready to follow 

God’s will. Pray for all who are discerning a 

vocation, that they may pursue it courageously 

and live it faithfully. 

Amen.

O Jesus Christ Our Savior, you are the master of vocations. You proclaimed to us that 

“the harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few.” With hearts full of gratitude, we 

accept your invitation to follow you. May you send us as shepherds from your heart to 

journey with your flock, the people of God. 

Inspire more men and women to come with tenderness to tend your flock with charity 

and compassion. 

As salt of the earth and light of the world, let all your devoted servants bring joy 

to the marginalized, hope to the forlorn and peace to the troubled. May we be the 

fragrance of your nearness, attracting the whole world to your divine presence. 

Mary, Our Mother, you were ever ready to follow God’s will. Pray for all who are 

discerning a vocation, that they may seek it bravely and live it faithfully. Amen.

Photo by Pixabay

 —Charles Ogony

Prayer  for 
                 VocationsJoy in Sacri�ce

Matthew Sim, 43, was born in Sin-

gapore — a vibrant Asian city-state 

of diverse faiths. Raised as a Bud-

dhist, he graduated from Nanyang 

Technological University with a ma-

jor in education in 2005. 

Sim traveled to Hong Kong to 

teach math and science at Singapore 

International School in 2011. There, 

he met Maryknoll Fathers Michael 

Sloboda and John McAuley. 

Inspired by their work, and deep-

ening his faith as he prepared for 

the sacraments of Christian initi-

ation, Sim began considering the 

path to priesthood. At times he 

thought, “Maybe I’m not worthy,” 

he recalls, “but if you hear carefully, 

in the homilies of the priests, in the 

people that surround you, they will 

tip you off, as if they’re the silent 

whispers of God.”

His discernment was strengthened 

by serving as an acolyte and Eucha-

ristic minister at St. Anne’s Church in 

Stanley, Hong Kong. 

Although usually supportive, his 

parents, who are Buddhist, raised 

objections upon learning more 

about the vows for priesthood. Sim 

says Fathers Sloboda and McAuley 

reassured him: “If God wants you to 

be a Maryknoll priest, it’ll happen.”

When his parents came to visit him 

in Hong Kong, Sim was pleasantly 

surprised to �nd his family wanted 

to understand more. They attended 

a Mass where he was serving and 

spoke to the Maryknoll priests. 

For Sim, that encounter was “a 

God-given opportunity” for his fam-

ily to understand his vocation. “I 

think [my father] saw the joy I had 

when serving at the altar. He said 

to the sacristan, ‘take a picture of 

me and my son.’ And that was the 

�rst time he acknowledged me as a 

Catholic.” 

With his family’s blessing, Sim 

began his overseas training in Co-

chabamba, Bolivia, in 2019. When 

schools closed due to the pandemic, 

he saw that underprivileged chil-

dren with no computer access were 

left unable to attend online classes. 

Relying on his expertise and cre-

ativity as an educator, Sim began 

serving at Centro Nueva Vera Cruz 

as a tutor — even as he himself was 

a beginner learning Spanish. 

“You might be entering a cul-

ture where you can’t speak your 

language,” he says. “You might be 

functioning at maybe 50% - 60%, 

but you have to remember: you’re 

100% to those people.” 

Sim �nished his master of divini-

ty degree at CTU in Chicago, and is 

now serving with Maryknoll Father 

Raymond Finch at Cristo Rey Church 

in El Paso, Texas. Last year, they cel-

ebrated the parish’s 50th anniversa-

ry with a trek up Mount Cristo Rey 

and a parish dance. 

“Contemporary culture talks 

about sacri�ce as if it’s something 

painful,” Sim says. “But if you go 

back to the Scriptures, when Christ 

made the sacri�ce, he was �lled by 

the Holy Spirit … this is the same 

experience as being a missioner.” 

Sim with parishioners in El Paso (Deirdre Cornell/U.S.)
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Maryknoll lay missioners are sent to serve in Kenya, El Salvador 

and Cambodia

By Meinrad Scherer-Emunds 

Maryknoll Lay Missioners Sarah Bueter, Kathy Flatoff, Theresa Glaser and Julienne Hoang 

(left to right) are shown after their covenant and sending ceremony held on Dec. 2, 2023 

at Cristo Rey Church in El Paso, Texas. (All photos courtesy of Maryknoll Lay Missioners/U.S.)

G
o out and dream — that was the message given by Bishop 

Mark Seitz of El Paso, Texas, to three new lay missioners 

and a returning lay missioner during the Dec. 2 Covenant 

and Sending Mass for the Maryknoll Lay Missioners Class of 2023.

During his homily at Cristo Rey Church in El Paso, Bishop Seitz 

said, “It became clear to me as I read up about Maryknoll and your 

history, y’all are a bunch of dreamers. And as I thought about it, I 

realized that’s a really good thing.”

In our dreams, he said, we recognize “a world that Jesus 

dreamed of.” 

Maryknoll’s founders and the missioners who followed “took up 

the challenge to go out … and show that that dream was not just 

a dream but the possibility for a new world, a new life,” Bishop 

Seitz said.

Elvira Ramirez, Maryknoll Lay Missioners’ executive director, not-

ed the signi�cance of the date of the Mass: the anniversary of the 

1980 martyrdom of four churchwomen in El Salvador. “On this 43rd 

anniversary,” Ramirez said, “we honor their memory and their wit-

ness. Their lives have inspired many to stand on the side of margin-

alized and oppressed communities.”

The event also marked the fruition of a dream for Maryknoll Lay 

Missioners. Last year, the organization moved its mission services 

department from the Maryknoll campus in Ossining, New York, to 

El Paso. For the �rst time in the organization’s 48-year history, the 

new missioners’ orientation program took place near the U.S.-Mex-

ico border. 

Maryknoll lay missioners serve currently on both sides of the 

border in ministries including immigration law, hospitality for 

Dream On 
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migrants, a border immersion pro-

gram, pastoral outreach and chil-

dren’s programs. 

This year’s orientation program 

connected candidates with such lo-

cal ministries. Each Monday, they 

volunteered at migrant shelters at 

the parishes of Holy Family and Sa-

cred Heart.

“Preparing for mission service 

was a tangible sign of change for 

the persons in the eight-week ori-

entation program,” Ramirez noted. 

“And moving the orientation to 

El Paso marks a sign of change for 

Maryknoll Lay Missioners as well.”

During the Mass, the new candi-

dates signed covenants pledging to 

serve for three and a half years in 

Kenya, El Salvador and Cambodia. 

They were joined by a returning 

missioner who committed to serving 

for two years in Kenya.

Sarah Bueter, of South Bend, Indi-

ana, will serve in El Salvador. Bueter 

said she sees mission work as “an 

extension of God’s solidarity with 

creation.” She continued, “That 

God chose to become en�eshed in 

a particular way in the margins is a 

sign of great hope and tenderness.”

The young missioner has worked 

in a wide range of settings, includ-

ing Catholic Worker communities 

in Denver and South Bend, a Jesuit 

social action center in Honduras and 

the Kino Border Initiative. 

Bueter also spent a summer in 

Bethlehem, Palestine, in a con�ict 

transformation program.

“Faith isn’t about living perfect-

ly,” Bueter said. “It’s about living 

differently, which at times looks a 

bit upside down.”

Her decision to become a Maryknoll 

lay missioner was in�uenced by the ex-

amples of people working at the Kino 

Border Initiative. “I would watch them 

meet a migrant mother with grace 

and attentiveness, like they had just 

met Christ the King himself. And of 

course, they had!” 

Like Bueter, Theresa Glaser is no 

stranger to international service.

In 2008, she volunteered for a 

year in West Africa as a member of 

a Catholic Relief Services HIV/AIDS 

care team. The team supported 

people in remote villages with food 

and medical care, attended to vul-

nerable children orphaned by AIDS 

and offered educational programs 

for prevention.

During her decades as a teacher 

in Ohio and South Carolina, Glaser 

chose to work in inner-city high 

schools. Glaser, who retired from 

teaching in 2021 and most recently 

lived in Taylor Mill, Kentucky, holds 

a doctorate in biological sciences 

from the University of Cincinnati. 

Prior to teaching, she worked as a 

research scientist, including for six 

years in Australia and Switzerland.

“Going into mission,” Glaser 

said, “means living in solidarity 

with the poor and vulnerable of 

the world; working together to im-

prove the circumstances of the lives 

of others.” 

Glaser, who says she looks for-

ward to returning to Africa, will 

serve in Kenya.

Volunteering with refugee chil-

dren in the Philippines while she was 

in her 20s led Julienne “T.T.” Hoang 

to a career of advocating for refu-

gees, asylum seekers and victims of 

abuse and human traf�cking. The 

desire to return to hands-on inter-

national mission service, however, 

remained in her heart. 

In the meantime, Hoang served as 

an active parishioner at Holy Viet-

namese Martyrs Catholic Church in 

Austin, Texas. She sang in the choir, 

was a lector and eucharistic minis-

ter, taught catechism and helped 

organize fundraising events. She 

is also an active member of Dong 

Hanh Christian Life Community, 

a Vietnamese-American Catholic 

association grounded in Ignatian 

spirituality. 

Hoang retired from her most re-

cent job as a regional analyst with 

the federal Of�ce of Refugee Re-

settlement to join the orientation 

program. 

In Cambodia, she plans to help 

victims of human traf�cking. “Traf-

�cking is the most heinous crime be-

cause it takes away a person’s human 

dignity and self-worth,” she said. 

“Each of us is called to mission 

when we are born, whether we 

choose to listen to this call or not,” 

Hoang said. “God has a mission for 

each of us.” 

Joining the three new missioners, 

Kathy Flatoff, a nurse from Tomah, 

Hoang, a cantor, leads the responsorial 

psalm sung in English and Vietnamese. 
Maryknoll Lay Missioners Executive Director Elvira Ramirez confers the mission cross on 

Bueter as Maryknoll Father Lance Nadeau and Maryknoll Sister Leonor Montiel look on.
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Help Maryknoll Lay Missioners  

continue to send missioners to work for justice  
and nonviolence around the world. 

‘Go Therefore ...’ Mt 28:19-20
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Wisconsin, is returning to Kenya. 

From 2018 until 2021, she served as a 

Maryknoll lay missioner in a medical 

dispensary in Mombasa.

Since returning to the States, Fla-

toff said, “I have been enjoying the 

comforts of home, but the thought 

of returning to Kenya has never 

been far from my mind and heart.” 

She added, “The heart of a mis-

sioner is forever changed by service 

to the poor, the oppressed and oth-

er marginalized populations. After 

much re�ection and prayer, I feel 

that God and my missioner heart are 

calling me back to Kenya. … That is 

where God wants me to be.”

She will work in health care for 

the Diocese of Kitale, which runs 

three small rural hospitals.

Maryknoll Father Lance Nadeau, 

superior general of the Maryknoll 

Fathers and Brothers, gave the key-

note address.

Speaking to the lay missioners 

during a reception following the 

Mass, Father Nadeau joked, “Some 

people have wondered about your 

adventurousness, your audacity, 

your risk-taking, your blatant cra-

ziness. They should wonder, and so 

should you! You are choosing to be 

an outsider who entrusts herself to 

another culture’s insiders.” 

However, he added, many bless-

ings will come in embracing the call 

to intercultural mission. The most 

important thing, he concluded, is 

“seeing our shared humanity in oth-

ers ... being other-centered and rev-

erentially attentive.” 

Deirdre Cornell contributed report-

ing to this article.

Meinrad Scherer-Emunds is di-

rector of communications for the 

Maryknoll Lay Missioners.

Maryknoll Father Raymond Finch, Ramirez, Bishop Mark Seitz of El Paso, Sister Montiel 

and Father Nadeau pose with portraits of the four churchwomen martyred in El Salvador. 
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Spotlight
Preview by Robert Ellsberg

P
ope Francis’ recent apostolic 

exhortation, Laudate Deum, is 

a short but urgent follow-up to 

his historic encyclical of 2015, Lau-

dato Si’: On Care for Our Common 

Home. In that earlier document he 

�rmly established ecological con-

cerns as central to the agenda of 

Catholic Social Teaching. Along with 

a spiritual framework for “ecological 

conversion,” he outlined issues of 

climate change, biodiversity, the peril 

facing our oceans and access to fresh 

water. His new document re�ects his 

disappointment in the intervening 

years with the limited response to the 

climate crisis of our time.

Addressing the irreversible effects 

of rising global temperatures, de-

crease in ice sheets and other signs 

of the times, he critiques the “tech-

nocratic paradigm,” addiction to a 

fossil-fuel economy and the “weak-

nesses of international politics,” 

while leveling particular criticism at 

those who sow resistance and con-

fusion. As Erin Lothes Biviano writes 

in her introduction, Pope Francis 

here writes as a prophet, priest, poet, 

and most of all “a pastor, deeply 

concerned for people throughout the 

world, and above all for the poor.”

With selections from Laudato Si’, 

this Orbis edition makes for an essen-

tial resource for all Catholic readers 

and all people of good will. It is a call 

to face the preeminent crisis of our 

times and to draw on all our spiritual 

wisdom, scienti�c knowledge and po-

litical will to meet the challenge. 

In what serves as a Scriptur-

al and theological complement to 

the pope’s message, prize-winning 

theologian Elizabeth A. Johnson has 

written Come, Have Breakfast: Med-

itations on God and the Earth. The 

title comes from the seldom-quoted 

words of Jesus, following his resur-

rection, when he invited his disciples 

to join him for breakfast at the Sea of 

Galilee (Jn 21:12). As Johnson notes, 

“These three simple words, followed 

by generous action, open a portal into 

an ecological image of the living God 

who is active with cordial hospitality 

toward all creatures, nurturing their 

lives, desiring that all should be fed.”

Viewing planet Earth through the 

lens of Scripture, Johnson offers a 

series of stunning meditations, each 

one offering a snapshot of one as-

pect of the holy mystery who creates, 

indwells, redeems, vivi�es and sanc-

ti�es the whole world. Together, they 

offer a panoramic view of the living 

God who loves the earth, accompa-

nies all its creatures in their living and 

their dying, and moves us to care for 

our uncommon common home.

In his endorsement, James Martin, 

SJ, calls Elizabeth Johnson “one of 

the world’s greatest and most gift-

ed theologians.” Along with Laudate 

Deum, as Mary Catherine Hilkert, OP, 

says in her endorsement, this book 

“holds the power to expand our 

minds, inspire our hearts, and move 

us to action on behalf of our created 

kin and common home.” 

May both books plant seeds in fer-

tile ground.

 

Robert Ellsberg is the publisher of 

Maryknoll’s Orbis Books.

 M0224

copies of #513-1 Laudate Deum      @ $18.00 each                         

copies of #524-7 Come, Have Breakfast      @ $28.00 each                       

Standard Shipping:  FREE 

*CA, CT, DC, FL, IL, KY, LA, MN, NY, OH, TX, WA, WI Sales tax*: 

❑ Check enclosed     ❑ MC     ❑ VISA     ❑ AMEX     ❑ DISC               TOTAL: 

Name 

Address E-mail 

City State Zip Phone 

Card Number CVV  

Exp: Signature:

                         Orbis Books • POB 302 • Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302

                         1-800-258-5838 • M-F, 8:30-4 ET • Online: www.orbisbooks.com

                         Use code M0224 for FREE standard shipping!

✁
Please send:

“The world in which we live is collapsing and may be nearing the breaking point.”     

         —Pope Francis, Laudate Deum 



And Jesus wept.
            —John 11:35

A pilgrim prays on the steps outside

the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem on Oct. 10, 2023.

(OSV News/Debbie Hill)
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Blind students perform massage therapy during training at Casa Bartimeo del Sur 

in Lima, Peru. Maryknoll Father Kyungsu Son founded the training center in 2013 

with Grimaldo Zapata, who lost his sight in a mining accident. (Nile Sprague/Peru)

M
aría Inés Aspilcueta’s dream as a young girl was to be a teach-

er. However, after graduating from high school in Lima, Peru, 

she had to work to help support her family. 

Then, in her early 20s, she began losing her sight due to glaucoma. 

By age 26 she had become completely blind, and went into a severe 

depression which lasted three years.

“I realized I couldn’t do anything solo. I was in shock,” she says. “I 

stayed in my room crying, asking, ‘Why me?’ and wondering why did I 

have to go through this.” 

Eventually, she heard of and attended the Centro de Rehabilitación 

de Ciegos de Lima (the Lima Rehabilitation Center for the Blind), where 

she learned to use a cane to walk, to read and write braille, and to 

manage other daily activities.

“I thought I was the only person who had gone blind in life,” As-

pilcueta, 39, says. “But when I got to the center, I realized there were 

lots of blind people.” From then on, her life began to improve little by 

little, she says. 

The biggest change came when she was invited to learn massage at 

Casa Bartimeo del Sur, a nonpro�t center that teaches massage therapy 

to low-income blind people. 

The center, located in a former Maryknoll Sisters convent at Niño Jesús 

parish in Ciudad de Dios in the south of Lima, was founded by Grimaldo 

Zapata, who was blinded in a mining accident as a young man, and 

Maryknoll Father Kyungsu Son. The Maryknoll missioner helps support 

the Bartimeo center under the auspices of the Maryknoll Fathers and 

Brothers and the Diocese of Lurín.

Casa Bartimeo is named after the blind man, Bartimaeus, who was 

healed by Jesus in the Gospel of Mark (10:46–52).

“Casa Bartimeo is helping people with visual disability so that we can 

be independent,” says Aspilcueta, who was in the �rst class at the cen-

ter in 2013. “Instead of being a burden to our families or society, we can 

be part of the economic development of the country and our families.”

After graduating from the Casa Bartimeo course, Aspilcueta opened 

her own consulting room in a commercial shopping center with two 

massage tables, employing another Bartimeo graduate to help her. 

For Father Son, Casa Bartimeo is not just about helping people such 

as Aspilcueta to become more independent; it’s a ministry to some of 

the most marginalized people in Peru. His ministry has expanded to 

address other needs of the blind, such as health issues, and to include 

a group of people who can see but are often unseen: inmates in the 

country’s prison system. 

A Maryknoll priest opens doors for low-income blind people in Peru

By Lynn F. Monahan

Sheep Find
Their Pastor 
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When Casa Bartimeo �rst 

opened, the school needed to �nd 

a way to provide students with 

hands-on practice for certi�ca-

tion. Initially, Zapata and Father 

Son were stumped about where 

to �nd enough people to receive 

therapeutic massages from the 

program’s 20 trainees.

Father Son came up with the solu-

tion: a captive audience.

He was then chaplain of a men’s 

prison with 500 inmates, who he 

realized suffered from stress and 

other health issues that could be al-

leviated by massage. The class spent 

a month providing therapeutic mas-

sage to male prisoners without inci-

dents. When the men’s prison closed 

a year later and the inmates were 

sent to prisons far from Lima, the 

Casa Bartimeo students began prac-

ticing at a nearby women’s prison.

Jorge Luis “Lucho” Peláez, who 

can see and who volunteers when 

the massage therapists go to the 

prison, credits Father Son with hav-

ing the insight to help two groups of 

people at once: students who need 

to practice massage techniques and 

inmates who suffer physically and 

mentally in prison.

“To be con�ned is brutal,” Peláez 

says. “It doesn’t just hurt their soul 

or their spirit, it also hurts them 

physically.” 

For the inmates, the experience 

is so emotional that both men and 

women often cry during massage 

sessions, he says. “The hands of the 

student practitioners lift their spirit 

so that they can endure this intense 

burden.” 

Father Son says, “It’s social and 

pastoral work, poor blind people 

helping poor inmates.” 

Richard Piccón, a massage thera-

pist who, like Aspilcueta, was in the 

�rst group of massage students, is a 

part-time auxiliary teacher at Casa 

Bartimeo. He says he is grateful for 

the opportunity to help someone 

else. He tells the story of an inmate 

whose perspective impacted him.

Piccón recalls, “An inmate said 

to me, ‘I’m getting out in four 

years. But Richard, you have a life 

sentence.’” 

He continues, “I have accepted 

that. I have a life sentence, be-

cause I’m never going to see again. 

What I have learned during these 

years is simply gratitude for life, 

because I’ve met people whom I 

don’t judge. I don’t think about 

what they did or didn’t do. I only 

see human beings who need help 

and I have the strong sense of 

knowing I can help them.”

The massage sessions at the pris-

on are so popular that the center 

can’t accommodate all the requests. 

Father Son says that he, Zapata and 

the rest of the Casa Bartimeo team 

have come up with a plan. They 

propose to train the inmates them-

selves in massage therapy in prison, 

teaching skills that will also serve 

them when they are released. Casa 

Bartimeo will present the proposal 

to prison of�cials this spring. 

“The inmates helped the blind, 

and now we’re returning the fa-

vor,” says Father Son, 78, who was 

ordained a Maryknoll priest in 1979.  

Casa Bartimeo isn’t the only place 

in Lima where blind people can 

learn massage therapy, says Zapata, 

but its mission is unique: to help the 

blind who don’t have the resources 

for training.

Zapata lost his vision at age 25 

Father Kyungsu Son, in Roman collar, poses with students, teachers and assistants of 

Casa Bartimeo during a massage practice in Lima, Peru. (Courtesy of Kyungsu Son/Peru)

María Inés Aspilcueta walks to her therapy center, located in a shopping center, and 

demonstrates a short massage on her mother, Senaida Muñoz, right. (Lynn Monahan/Peru)
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and says he had to learn to adapt to 

life without sight. Once he accept-

ed his reality, he won a scholarship 

to learn Japanese shiatsu massage. 

Afterward, Zapata began to pursue 

other forms of massage and physical 

therapy.

Building on his own success, he 

dreamed of opening a massage 

training center to help other low-in-

come blind people earn a living. 

At �rst, Zapata could not �nd 

anyone — neither in the govern-

ment nor municipal agencies — will-

ing to support the project. A friend 

suggested he approach Father Son.

“And he told me, ‘Grimaldo, I’m 

going to help you,’” Zapata recalls.

Father Son, who is originally from 

South Korea, says it is he who has 

been helped by the blind. Normal-

ly, he says, “the pastor goes out in 

search of the sheep, but in this case 

the sheep, the blind, came to me. 

It’s the reverse. And they offered me 

this project to help.” His inspiration, 

he says, comes straight from the 

Gospel, adding, “I came to serve.”

His reward, he says, is the success 

of the 180 students trained so far by 

Casa Bartimeo. 

Aspilcueta recently opened a sec-

ond massage clinic, with four tables, 

in the upscale Mira�ores section of 

Lima.

She also accomplished anoth-

er goal through Casa Bartimeo. 

Since 2015, she has been an auxil-

iary teacher at the center, working 

alongside Zapata and Piccón.

“María Inés is an outstanding ex-

ample of the success of Casa Bartim-

eo,” Father Son says. “Her skill, her 

enthusiasm and her compassion are 

wonderful examples for new stu-

dents coming in.”

Blind students of massage therapy from the Casa Bartimeo training center in Lima 

practice on inmates at a women’s prision. (Courtesy of Kyungsu Son/Peru)
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Maryknoll Sister Mary Little cares for a child at one of two preschools for Vietnamese 

refugee children. The Maryknoll Sisters have carried out extensive educational projects 

in Cambodia for three decades. (Sean Sprague/Courtesy of Maryknoll Sisters/Cambodia)

M
aryknoll Sister Regina Pellicore summarizes the Maryknoll Sisters’ 33 

years of service in Cambodia: “All along the journey, our mission has 

been to provide the care, love and support needed for a better life.”

Cambodia was still reeling from the deep trauma of the Killing Fields 

when the sisters arrived in 1991 following the Paris Peace Agreements. They 

were part of Maryknoll Cambodia, a team of Maryknoll priests, brothers, lay 

missioners and sisters sent to aid in the nation’s restoration.

“Cambodia was emerging from one of the most tragic episodes in the his-

tory of the world,” explains Maryknoll Sister Luise Ahrens, who was among 

the �rst four sisters assigned to the small nation in Southeast Asia. 

From 1975 to 1979, the Khmer Rouge regime had caused the deaths of an 

estimated 2 million people — roughly a quarter of the population. Educated 

people, in particular, were targeted: doctors, lawyers, teachers, professors. 

“Those who had soft hands or wore glasses or who spoke the French lan-

guage were shot right there,” Sister Luise remembers being told by survi-

vors. An entire generation of professionals, she continues, were “almost 

completely wiped out.”

The missioners soon found that Cambodia could bene�t from various 

ministries. 

Sisters Patricia Ann Arathuzik, Dolores Congdon and Joyce Quinn, who 

were experienced in nursing, dedicated their efforts to health care. Later, Sis-

ters Juana Encalada and Leonor “Len” Montiel — joined for a time by Sister 

Bernadette Duggan — worked in HIV/AIDS ministry: Cambodia had one of 

the highest rates of HIV in the world.

Because of her background in tertiary education, Sister Luise was ap-

proached by the minister of education to work at the Royal University of 

Phnom Penh, the country’s largest institution of higher education. “I asked 

him, ‘To do what?’” Sister Luise recalls. “He answered, ‘Anything you can.’”

Maryknoll sisters turn over educational programs to local leadership 

after three decades of compassionate service

By Mary Ellen Manz, M.M.

Building a Fu�re 

of HOPE
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Sister Luise’s colleagues described 

to her the university’s reopening 

just a decade earlier with two fac-

ulty members and 36 students: 

“There were no books left, no labs. 

The Khmer Rouge had kept pigs 

there to show what they thought 

of education.”

Over the ensuing 25 years, Mary-

knoll sisters helped to solidify pro-

grams at the Royal University. Sister 

Len, who has expertise in community 

organizing, taught in the emerging 

social work department. Sister Mary 

Little not only taught English, but 

also trained Cambodian staff to run 

the English language program. 

Working with the university presi-

dent, Sister Luise sought funding for 

staff salaries and opportunities for 

Cambodians to study abroad. She re-

cruited and mentored international 

volunteers. The sisters also procured 

educational tools and developed the 

university library.

In other ministries, Sister Joyce had 

been working in partnership with 

three Cambodian nurses. In 1994 the 

sisters moved into Beoung Tum Pun, 

a huge, poverty-stricken area on 

the southernmost edge of the cap-

ital city. There Sister Joyce started 

the Community-Based Health and 

Education Program (CHEP) on the 

grounds of the Church of the Child 

Jesus. Sister Regina, a teacher, ar-

rived a year later.

It quickly became evident that 

along with medical services, training 

in basic hygiene and nutrition was 

needed. However, adults, who la-

bored all day, were not as receptive 

as the children, who responded read-

ily to songs and games. 

The Child to Child program was the 

answer. 

The international organization 

that runs this program reports that 

since the 1970s it has “partnered 

with and trained the world’s leading 

agencies to equip children with the 

skills to stay safe, stay healthy, and 

achieve their potential.” Its peer-

based methodologies train child 

leaders who then transmit these skills 

to their families and other children.

Administrators and teachers at 

Beoung Tum Pun’s three primary 

schools had to be convinced to try 

the program; but once they saw its 

results, they welcomed it. 

The program also encouraged 

teachers to integrate more participa-

tive learning in the classroom. “Our 

hope was that by modeling other 

ways to teach, they would adapt 

some of the more creative meth-

ods for their own subjects,” Sister 

Regina recalls.

The sisters’ project soon expand-

ed. “Given our long-term presence 

in Beoung Tum Pun, the services of 

our programs continued to meet the 

needs of the community,” Sister Re-

gina says. 

Because many older children either 

never attended or dropped out of 

school, literacy classes were launched. 

The goal was to strengthen these stu-

dents academically in order for them 

to integrate into a regular classroom.

Since English pro�ciency is re-

quired for many jobs and for higher 

education, Sister Ann Sherman spent 

a decade teaching English to middle 

schoolers.

The School Assistance Program was 

started to tutor students and to pro-

vide school supplies and fees through 

a scholarship program.

“We support many students whose 

families live day to day,” Sister Regi-

na says. She explains that the focus is 

reaching the poorest of Beoung Tum 

Pun’s 22,000 families. 

Some are Vietnamese refugees. 

To serve these families, Sister Mary 

— who also worked at the opposite 

end of the educational spectrum 

at the Royal University — founded 

two preschools. There, Vietnam-

ese-speaking children learn Khmer, 

Cambodia’s of�cial language; this 

eases their transition when they en-

ter local government-run schools. 

Working alongside non-govern-

mental organizations and Cambo-

dian entities, the sisters’ projects 

(Left) Maryknoll Sister Helene O’Sullivan instructs students at Horizons, a skills training 

program for low-income girls at risk for traf�cking. (Courtesy of Maryknoll Sisters/Cambodia)

Maryknoll Sisters Ann Sherman (left) and Regina Pellicore (right) engage with students in 

Beoung Tum Pun’s educational projects. (Courtesy of Ann Sherman; Sean Sprague/Cambodia) 
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eventually reached each of Beoung 

Tum Pun’s �ve villages.  

“We have been rebuilding the 

foundation of the country, especially 

in education, by keeping children in 

school, from the little ones through 

university students,” Sister Regina 

says. “Every child who learned to 

read, write and think critically about 

the future of Cambodia took a step 

in the right direction.” She adds, “We 

paved the way for those steps.” 

A �nal example of how Maryknoll 

sisters brought education to their 

community-based projects is seen in 

the work of Sister Helene O’Sullivan. 

During her 20 years with survivors of 

traf�cking, sexual abuse and domes-

tic violence, the missioner incorporat-

ed vocational training in the shelters 

and programs where she served. 

Most recently, Sister Helene 

founded Horizons, a vocational 

training project for girls. The stu-

dents are helped to stay in school 

until ninth grade, when they can 

enter a two-year course that will 

qualify them for employment in top 

hotels with good salaries and de-

cent working conditions. 

The project transitioned to the aus-

pices of Caritas Cambodia last year. 

This year, the projects pioneered by 

Maryknoll sisters in Beoung Tum Pun 

will also be transferred to partner 

organizations and Caritas Cambodia. 

Several staff members are being re-

tained to ensure continuity.

The Maryknoll Sisters will complete 

their mission in Cambodia in 2024. 

Their three decades of service were 

made possible through close collab-

oration with Cambodian teachers, 

nurses and university staff. 

When asked what she sees as Mary-

knoll’s greatest contribution there, 

Sister Regina says, “Giving as many 

Cambodians as possible the opportu-

nity to have a better quality of life.” 

She adds, “We hope that each one 

we have worked with passes on this 

blessing to others.”

Maryknoll Sister Luise Ahrens talks with students in the library of the Royal University of 

Phnom Penh, which Maryknoll sisters helped to develop. (Sean Sprague/Cambodia) 
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Healing through 

Faith and Culture
A

s a child, Juanatano Cano witnessed the killings of many peo-

ple, including his own uncle who was murdered in their home 

town of Santa Eulalia, Huehuetenango, Guatemala. 

The decade of the 1980s was one of the darkest periods for the Indige-

nous people of Guatemala, who suffered the brunt of the country’s 36-year 

civil war when the army regularly attacked the most vulnerable. “I couldn’t 

sleep from the trauma of seeing so much killing,” remembers Cano. 

In 1982, when Cano turned 14 years old, he escaped to Huehuetenango 

City where he hid for some time. He was able to continue his studies after-

ward, working during the day and studying at night. He graduated from 

high school with primary school teaching credentials. 

After completing his studies, Cano considered returning to Santa Eulalia, 

but the war continued. He tried living in the capital, Guatemala City, but 

discovered a harsh truth. “The hardest thing in the capital is to be Indige-

nous, being Maya, speaking our language Q’anjob’al,” Cano says. 

Leader of Maya ministry in the U.S. reclaims his identity 

and empowers future generations

By Leonel Yoque

Juanatano Cano (center) was invited to speak about his educational journey and 

the importance of honoring culture by the North Mason School District in Belfair, 

Washington. (Courtesy of Juanatano Cano/U.S.)
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“They used to say ‘speak prop-

erly,’ ‘don’t act Indigenous.’ That 

hurts as a teenager. It traumatiz-

es you and marks you for life,” he 

says. “I was ashamed of my father 

and my mother because they wore 

their Maya clothing.” He would ask 

himself: “How is it my fault that 

God made me Indigenous?” 

According to sociologist Marta 

Elena Casaús Arzú, systematic op-

pression against the Indigenous can 

be traced back to the time of the 

Spanish colonization. In her book, 

Guatemala: Linaje y racismo (Gua-

temala: Lineage and Racism), she 

explains how racism constitutes a 

structural historical element that 

generates inequality and poverty 

even today. 

Those negative experiences mo-

tivated Cano to leave his country 

and migrate to the United States in 

1988. It has been a long way for Ca-

no — as for many others in search 

of their identity, not only in their 

own countries, but also in the coun-

tries to which they migrate. 

After his arrival in California, 

Cano sought to reconnect with his 

Indigenous roots through his Maya 

culture. The Catholic faith that had 

been instilled in him in childhood 

gave him strength. 

“I’m a Catholic thanks to Mary-

knoll,” Cano says. When he was 

little, he met Maryknoll Fathers 

Daniel Jensen and William Woods. 

“I admire the work of missioners 

from the United States who served 

in the Guatemalan altiplano,” he 

says. “Missioners would work hand 

in hand with the people and learned 

to speak Q’anjob’al. They even cele-

brated Mass in our language.”

Maryknoll began its mission in 

the west of Guatemala in 1943. One 

of its mission sites was Santa Eula-

lia. Many missioners accompanied 

and defended Indigenous commu-

nities during the genocidal war. 

Maryknoll’s legacy is still remem-

bered in his hometown, Cano says. 

His brother was named Daniel after 

the late Father Jensen, who served 

in Guatemala starting in 1962. As a 

last wish, the missioner requested 

his ashes be brought to Santa Eu-

lalia, where they currently remain. 

Father Woods served in Guate-

mala from 1958 until he died in 

a suspicious plane crash close to 

Quiché in 1976. The missioner was 

buried in Huehuetenango. 

Cano recognizes the importance 

of developing his faith. “Encoun-

tering Jesus made me recover my 

dignity and �nd a purpose for my 

life,” he says. “There’s a healing 

process that comes from accepting 

yourself as you are and forgiving 

those who have hurt you in life.” 

Cano went from being a quiet 

voice to being a voice that resounds 

loudly within himself and among 

his Maya brothers and sisters: “I 

have been healing my wounds and 

recovering my identity while telling 

my story.” His story is interlaced be-

tween recovering the values of his 

Maya Q’anjob’al culture and pro-

fessing his Catholic faith. 

As part of his journey in the Unit-

ed States, Cano works to motivate 

other immigrants and members of 

his Maya community to �nd the 

path for holistic healing. He went 

from being an undocumented im-

migrant to becoming an American 

citizen. Just as he did back home, 

he worked hard during the day and 

studied at night. 

Cano now has a bachelor’s de-

gree in mathematics and a master’s 

degree in administrative education. 

More recently, he earned a doctor-

ate in education with a specializa-

tion in leadership development. 

In 2005, the United States Con-

ference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 

appointed Cano as advisor, consul-

tant and spokesman for Indigenous 

Maya communities. The Pastoral 

Maya ministry is part of the USCCB’s 

subcommittee on Native American 

Affairs. 

Under Cano’s leadership, an an-

nual Pastoral Maya conference is 

held in different states across the 

country. Last July, the conference 

was held at Holy Cross Catholic 

Church in Los Angeles, California. 

(Left) Accompanied by 

wife Ana and children 

Leonel, Alan and Nova, 

Cano receives a doctoral 

degree in education in 

2022 from Pepperdine 

University in California. 

(Below) Cano is pictured 

at an early age with his 

parents, who he says 

inspired him to serve. 

(Courtesy of Juanatano 

Cano/U.S., Guatemala)
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With the motto “Telling Our Stories 

and Healing Our Families,” many 

participants were inspired. “Our 

stories are sacred — hearing that is 

an act of love. This has been a great 

value that our forefathers have be-

queathed to us: an oral tradition,” 

Cano says. 

In the conference, a great number 

of participants donned their typical 

dress, chanted in Q’anjob’al, per-

formed folkloric dances, engaged 

in dialogue, listened to testimonies, 

enjoyed typical food and celebrat-

ed their faith at Mass. Cardinal Al-

varo Ramazzini of Huehuetenango, 

Guatemala, and Archbishop José H. 

Gómez of Los Angeles participated 

in the event. 

“It was a great opportunity to 

stop and re�ect on how we treat 

each other emotionally, spiritually 

and physically,” says Cano, who is 

55, married and the father of two 

boys and a girl. Some of the ques-

tions that promoted dialogue in 

the community were: What is our 

history? What are our victories and 

our failures? The meeting was a 

motivating factor to continue the 

Pastoral Maya ministry. 

“We don’t know what the future 

will bring,” he says. “Our work is to 

plant the seeds. By telling our sto-

ries and listening we open a path 

for our children and our children’s 

children.” Cano is regularly invited 

to give motivational and cultural 

talks at schools, universities and re-

ligious events. “We are Maya and 

we are Catholic!” he exclaims.

“During my childhood and ado-

lescence, they told me many times: 

‘Your language and culture are use-

less; they won’t get you anywhere. 

To be successful you have to speak 

Spanish well,’” Cano says. “All of 

that led me to deny my own cul-

ture. But I rediscovered my identi-

ty when I found Jesus, who accepts 

me and holds me exactly as I am.” 

Deacon Leonel Yoque leads the 

Maryknoll Society’s Discípulos Mis-

ioneros team, which focuses on His-

panic outreach.
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Ana and Juanatano Cano, with other couples from the Mayan community of Santa Cruz 

Church in Los Angeles, California, join in parish liturgies and ministries. (Elías Simón/U.S.)

Maryknoll Father Edward Schoellmann accompanies 

a mother and child in Tanzania. (Courtesy of Edward 

Schoellmann/Tanzania)
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Churches for Middle East Peace seeks to heal divisions and to support 

the oldest Christian community in the world

By Susan Gunn

Pursuing Peace 

and Justice in 

the Holy Land

F
or more than 25 years, Maryknoll missioners have looked to a group 

called Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) to provide ways for 

them to contribute to peace in the Holy Land. Especially at this time 

of deep division and violence between Israelis and Palestinians, our faith 

calls us not to lose hope but remain steadfast in our commitment to peace 

and justice. 

Thirty-four Christian denominations and organizations in the United 

States, including the Maryknoll Of�ce for Global Concerns, form the 

CMEP coalition based on their shared commitment to pursuing security, 

justice and equality in Palestine, Israel and the broader Middle East.

“They’ve come together from different perspectives, conservative and 

liberal, to agree upon multiple policy positions in the pursuit of lasting 

peace,” says the Rev. Dr. Mae Elise Cannon, executive director of CMEP. 

“We meet regularly with the White House, senators, representatives, the 

State Department, and even heads of state. We’ve had the opportunity 

to speak and educate at the United Nations and at other global forums.”

Residents of Silwan in East Jerusalem express sorrow as their ancestral home, 

belonging to their family for 200 years, is destroyed. A court order allowed the 

municipal council, settler organization and border police to demolish the house. 

The family was given an hour to remove belongings. (Susan Nchubiri/Palestine)
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Kyle Cristofalo, CMEP senior di-

rector of advocacy in Washington, 

D.C., says CMEP has three advocacy 

priorities: holistic peace building, 

humanitarian economic assistance 

and human rights.

Maryknoll Sister Susan Nchubiri 

has worked closely with Cristofalo 

this past year, after the mission-

er gained experience in Jerusalem 

as part of an international team 

organized by the World Council 

of Churches. The team offered a 

protective presence to vulnerable 

communities, monitoring and re-

porting human rights abuses. 

“CMEP’s annual advocacy sum-

mits in Washington, D.C., are a 

great opportunity for people of 

faith to come to the Capitol and 

speak to their congresspeople,” 

says Sister Nchubiri, who attended 

the summit last April. 

CMEP does more than just ad-

vocacy, however. “We want to ed-

ucate American Christians about 

what is happening in the Middle 

East,” Dr. Cannon says. “We travel 

with Israelis and Palestinians. We 

bring them to the United States to 

talk about their experiences and 

their realities.” CMEP has also pro-

duced videos to share these voices 

with church audiences.

“Israelis are afraid,” says Tania 

Hary, executive director of Gisha, 

an Israeli nonprofit organization 

founded in 2005 whose goal is to 

protect the freedom of movement 

of Palestinians, especially Gaza 

residents. 

In 2005, the Israeli government 

decided to dismantle settlements 

and evacuate Israeli settlers and 

the army from inside Gaza in re-

sponse to attacks on Israeli civil-

ians by Palestinian militants. The 

purpose of the plan, according to 

then-Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, 

was to improve Israel’s security in 

the absence of peace negotiations 

with the Palestinians.

The United Nations considers Ga-

za to be still under military occu-

pation by Israel, a point disputed 

by Israel. Since the withdrawal in 

2005, Israel continues to maintain 

direct control over Gaza’s air and 

maritime space, six of Gaza’s seven 

land crossings and the Palestinian 

population registry. Many Gazans 

say what is most taxing is Israel’s 

control of their movement in and 

out of the enclave and their forced 

dependence on Israel for water, 

electricity, telecommunications and 

other utilities.

“As Palestinians, every aspect of 

our life is controlled by Israeli mil-

itary orders and regulations,” says 

Sami Awad, founder and former 

executive director of Holy Land 

Trust. Awad, the nephew of Non-

violence International’s founder 

Mubarak Awad, was born in the 

United States to Palestinian par-

ents and received a doctorate in 

divinity from Chicago Theologi-

cal Seminary. He began the Holy 

Land Trust in Bethlehem in 1998 

to strengthen and empower the 

Palestinian community to develop 

nonviolent approaches to resisting 

oppression and building a peaceful 

future.

Rabbi Naamah Kelman, the �rst 

ordained female rabbi in Israel, al-

so spoke in a CMEP video of non-

violent principles for transforming 

con�ict. “We are all survivors of 

trauma and the more we hear of 

each other’s suffering, the more we 

might be able to move forward,” 

she says.

Churches for Middle East Peace 

organizes “pilgrimage to peace” 

tours to bring people from the 

United States to the Holy Land to 

meet inspiring people like Hary, 

Awad and Rabbi Kelman and to 

gain a deeper understanding of the 

issues. “Once you see injustice visit-

ed upon children, once you see the 

wall and go through a checkpoint, 

it really changes your perspective,” 

Sister Nchubiri says.

Another aspect of CMEP’s work is 

to support the Christian communi-

ty in Jerusalem, the West Bank and 

Gaza, which constitutes the oldest 

Christian community in the world, 

dating back to the �rst century. 

Before the horri�c Oct. 7 attack 

by Hamas in Israel and subsequent 

Israeli bombardment and siege of 

Gaza, the Christian community in 

Gaza included approximately 1,000 

people from Orthodox, Catholic, 

Episcopalian and Protestant tradi-

tions. The Armenian and Latin pa-

triarchs have both stated that the 

level of death and destruction has 

reached a degree that threatens to 

completely eradicate the Christian 

community in Gaza.

“We hear regularly from our 

friends and brothers and sisters in 

the Holy Land about how dif�cult 

their current realities are, and yet 

they do not give up hope,” Dr. Can-

non says. “We can support their 

work by encouraging them, pray-

ing for them, and advocating on 

their behalf in the United States.” 

Because, Dr. Cannon says, “en-

gaging in the work of human rights 

and advocating for justice is a disci-

pleship journey for those of us who 

choose to follow Jesus.” 

Susan Gunn is director of the Mary-

knoll Of�ce for Global Concerns in 

Washington, D.C., a collaborative 

ministry of the Maryknoll Sisters, 

the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers 

and the Maryknoll Lay Missioners.

Artists have painted messages of resilience and 

hope on the concrete wall separating Bethlehem 

and Jerusalem, built to segregate Palestinians. 

(Susan Nchubiri/Palestine)
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World Watch

I
n the civil war in Sudan, indepen-

dent sources con�rm reports of re-

newed ethnic killings of civilians in 

the long-con�icted Darfur region. 

The civil war that broke out on April 

15 of last year pits the Sudanese army 

against a rival military group known 

as the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). 

The RSF and associated militias have 

been accused of ethnically motivat-

ed killings — in homes, schools and 

mosques — as well as other atrocities 

such as the systematic use of sexual 

violence against women. 

The victims are primarily members 

of the Masalit tribe, who are Indige-

nous subsistence agriculturalists in 

the western Darfur region, where mi-

litias now associated with the RSF 

carried out genocide with the consent 

of the Sudanese government two de-

cades ago. Ethnic tensions, long sim-

mering between nomadic Arab herd-

ers and the sedentary agriculturalists, 

fuel the violence. Members of the 

Masalit tribe are recognizable for their 

darker skin that distinguishes them 

from their ethnically Arab neighbors.

The discovery of gold in the hills of 

North Darfur in 2012 accelerated ten-

sions, as gold exports quickly rose to 

dominate Sudan’s international trade, 

jumping to 72% of the nation’s ex-

ports in 2013, up from 10% in 2010. 

This turned gold mines into battle-

�elds, bringing an in�ux of foreign 

pro�teers and weaponry.

In 2019, generals from both the Su-

danese army and the RSF supported 

nonviolent civilian protests against the 

authoritarian government of Omar al-

Bashir and took part in the overthrow 

of the longtime dictator, initially form-

ing an alliance between civilians and 

the military. For a brief time there was 

hope of relief for the Masalit people 

under new civilian governance.  

But at the end of 2020, an African 

Union-U.N. peacekeeping mission in 

Darfur expired, leaving the Masalit ex-

posed. Then, in October 2021, the two 

generals of the Sudanese army and 

the RSF forcibly took control of the 

government in preference for a pow-

er sharing agreement between them-

selves, a tenuous arrangement that 

collapsed in April of 2023. 

This led to intense �ghting through-

out the country. Since the coup in 

2021, some of the same perpetrators 

from the early 2000s resumed looting, 

arson, rapes and killings — atrocities 

that had never fully ended during the 

last two decades. 

In addition to the deliberate killings 

of ethnic groups, Sudan has seen tens 

of thousands of civilian casualties and 

6.8 million people displaced. The two 

Ethnic Cleansing in Sudan?

By Thomas Gould

forces have been evenly matched, 

with the Sudanese army boasting an 

infantry twice as large as its rival and 

the RSF receiving foreign funding from 

Russia and some Arab countries that 

want to pro�t from Sudan’s gold. Both 

groups have committed war crimes, 

such as the torture of prisoners and 

other atrocities, according to the U.S. 

State Department. Ordinary civilians 

are paying a heavy price as the war-

ring generals vie for power. 

Maryknoll Father Thomas Tiscornia, 

who was living in Sudan until the end 

of 2023, writes, “Please keep Sudan 

and its people in your prayers, that 

sometime in the future we will know 

the peace that the Lord offers.” 

Thomas Gould is communications 

manager for the Maryknoll Of�ce for 

Global Concerns.

FAITH IN ACTION: 

• Ask President Biden to support recommendations by Human Rights Watch 

to investigate war crimes in Sudan through the International Criminal Court and 

through the U.N. Fact-Finding Mechanism. https://mogc.info/Sudan-Action

• Watch a short video of Maryknoll Father Tom Tiscornia talking about the three 

blessings that have sustained him in his ministries in Sudan, South Sudan, and 

Tanzania. https://mogc.info/WW-Tiscornia

• Read a report of the killings by Human Rights Watch: https://mogc.info/WW-

Sudan-HRW

The Maryknoll Of�ce for Global Concerns, based in Washington, D.C., is a re-

source for Maryknoll on matters of peace, social justice and integrity of creation, 

and brings Maryknoll’s mission experience into U.S. policy discussions. Phone 

(202) 832-1780, visit www.maryknollogc.org or email ogc@maryknollogc.org.

A young Sudanese woman who �ed the con�ict in Sudan’s Darfur region takes refuge 

in a camp of makeshift shelters in Borota, Chad. (OSV News photo/Zohra Bensemra/Reuters)
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Partners in Mission

M
y name is Sandro Aldo Paiva 

Crispin and I am a 44-year-

old Maryknoll volunteer in 

Cochabamba, Bolivia. I serve in the 

museum at the Maryknoll Fathers and 

Brothers Center, where we share our 

collection of photos, publications and 

historical objects about Maryknoll in 

Latin America. This legacy is a wealth 

we cannot keep to ourselves. 

I was born in Villa Karajara-Huanuni, 

a farming community. I grew up with 

my grandparents because my parents 

worked in the mines. My �rst languag-

es were Quechua and Aymara. 

My grandparents believed that all liv-

ing things — plants, animals, even the 

mountains — speak to us. Everything 

is connected, from our faith to our so-

cial action and even our dreams.

With the help of the Catholic Church, 

at 8 years old I went to live at Hogar 

Arco Iris, a home in Cochabamba. It is 

a place where children from rural ar-

eas can stay in order to attend school. 

I learned Spanish — but never forgot 

my grandparents’ wisdom.

At 15, I went to live with my parents 

in Huanuni. Most families there worked 

in the mines. There was a strong 

Catholic Action movement for the 

youth from mining families. We pro-

tested the injustices we experienced, 

such as the pollution of nature during 

the extraction process.

Two years later, I returned to 

Cochabamba to �nish my high school 

studies. I deepened my faith and spent 

�ve years in formation for religious 

life, including a year on mission in 

Paraguay. There I discerned my calling 

as a layperson. 

After I returned once again to 

Cochabamba, the archbishop invit-

ed me to help lead the archdiocesan 

commission for mission. I went to 74 

parishes and four quasi-parishes (mis-

sion churches) to animate parishioners 

to get involved in mission. Maryknoll 

has always collaborated with mission 

in Bolivia, and I found that we shared 

the same goal.

I participated in a formation program 

at the former Maryknoll Mission Center 

(CMMAL) in Cochabamba and got to 

know Maryknoll even better. In 2015, 

Maryknoll Father Stephen Judd invited 

me to help support CMMAL and later I 

of�cially joined the administrative staff. 

Being part of Maryknoll meant shar-

ing what came next. The COVID-19 

pandemic made us realize that the 

CMMAL project was no longer sus-

tainable. After �ve and a half decades 

of service, it closed in 2020.

But what closed was only a project: 

Maryknoll in Cochabamba continues 

dreaming of the Reign of God. 

With the help of partner organiza-

tions and the leadership of Maryknoll 

Father Alejandro Marina, the property 

is once again a place of learning and 

encounter. In November we organized 

a retreat to talk to young people about 

mission and vocations within the 

Maryknoll movement. I feel at home in 

this family.

The dreams of our founders are 

alive. When China and other countries 

in the East were closed to them be-

cause of World War II, they sought new 

mission sites. They came to Riberalta, 

Bolivia, and from here extended to 

Latin America. They never stood still.

The three radio stations Maryknoll 

started in Bolivia (San Miguel, San 

Gabriel and San Rafael) continue to 

function. The school in Cochabamba 

established by the Maryknoll sisters, 

now independent, is still running.

The parish I belong to with my wife, 

Carmen, and our sons Jesús Andrés, 

8, and Martín Adrián, 3, was founded 

by Maryknoll, Santa Ana of Cala Cala. 

In 2021, I �nished my degree in phi-

losophy and humanities at the Bolivian 

Catholic University; my thesis was 

published by the university the follow-

ing year. I work as a teacher in different 

settings. In both my job and in my role 

as a Maryknoll volunteer, I impart val-

ues to the new generations.

There is a connection between 

dreams that are realized and dreams 

that are not … and the dreams yet to 

come. 

My goal is to preserve and further 

the historical memory of Maryknoll in 

Bolivia and beyond. It’s to let people 

know about Maryknoll’s legacy — and 

also the ongoing relevance of its work. 

This legacy is life-giving. 

Sandro Paiva shows his book on Indigenous wisdom of the Andes, on display at the 

Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers museum in Cochabamba, Bolivia. (Adam Mitchell/Bolivia)
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FROM AN OLD FRIEND

Please thank Father Bob McCahill 

for his interview in the Spring 2023 

issue of Maryknoll, from an old friend 

in Bangladesh! I enjoyed the article 

about his ministry and the articles 

about other ministries too. 

Also, please thank the lovely young 

lady — Jacqueline Romo — for the 

eye-and-heart-opening butter�y Way 

of the Cross, “The Passion of the 

Monarca Migrante” in the same issue. 

Another treasure!

Margaret Shield, CSC 

Ventura, California

AS SIMPLE AS LOVE

I used to, for years, look at the pic-

tures in the Maryknoll magazine and, 

of course, read an article or two about 

a Maryknoll relative or friend. In the 

last few years I started becoming in-

terested in the articles on Tanzania, 

as I know a Maryknoll missioner who 

worked there. 

I now generally read the magazine 

cover to cover, even though I’m not an 

avid reader. The articles on the immi-

gration issue have been most helpful, 

especially “Borders of Hope” in the 

Winter 2024 issue. I have much more 

insight into these problems and how 

Maryknoll is trying to help.

I was also touched by the Winter 

2024 cover. When I saw it, I laughed 

out loud along with the priest in the 

photo! 

I pray every day that I may live my 

purpose in life. Also, I pray for many 

relatives and friends. I wrote to my 

nieces and nephews about their pur-

pose (use of gifts) some years ago — 

a lot of time is spent on this, and yet it 

is really so simple: Love.

Mary Gail Royal

Cedarville, Michigan

GRACE-FILLED LIFE

What a grace-�lled smile of Fa-

ther Robert McCahill on your cov-

er! As grace-�lled as his purpose in 

life — God bless him. I love reading       

Maryknoll magazine.

Louella Armstrong

Jackson Heights, New York

EDUCATING HEROS

What a joy it brought to my heart to 

read about Gabriel! [“Educating He-

roes,” Summer 2023] It pleases me 

that my little offerings can help to do 

so much for our deserving brothers 

and sisters.

Lucille Brady

Washington, D.C.

REGENERATIVE FARMING

As a longtime friend of Maryknoll, 

I know that staying true to mission 

while remaining apolitical is not al-

ways compatible. The “climate con-

troversy” letter in the Spring 2023 is-

sue being a case in point. 

As someone who grew up on a 

farm and remained in agriculture, I 

�nd hope in the regenerative farming 

movement. Its essence is a renewed 

focus on the biology and life of the 

soil. Basically, we stop treating soil 

like dirt. 

One irrefutable fact regarding our 

precious planet is the concern for 

READERS’ RESPONSES
®

We invite you to visit us on the web at 
maryknollmagazine.org 

to read our digital edition as well as our expanded 
online coverage of Catholic news worldwide.

We remain committed to bringing you stories of 
God’s mission through our quarterly print issues 

of Maryknoll magazine.

®

SUBSCRIBE TODAY  for Maryknoll magazine

online and in print at maryknollmagazine.org 

or call 1-888-627-9566.
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The editors invite Maryknoll readers to send us their views. Write to:

Readers’ Responses 

P.O. Box 302, Maryknoll, N.Y. 10545-0302

Our e-mail address is: mklmag@maryknoll.org

global deserti�cation. It should come 

as no surprise that this well-docu-

mented trend would contribute to 

famine and war. Without going into 

detail, suf�ce to say that reversing 

global deserti�cation is within our ca-

pacity — given the will to do so — and 

in keeping with Pope Francis’ call in 

Laudato Si’.

Dennis McLaughlin

Cumming, Iowa 

RESPONSE TO NAÏVE

Naïve? What could be more naïve 

than the letter from a reader in the 

Winter 2024 issue mindlessly par-

roting the anti-immigrant slanders of 

some of our politicians and their dis-

ciples? Without a doubt, a criminal 

element exists among the waves of 

immigrants at our borders, but if he 

and his ilk knew what they are talking 

about, they would know that the vast 

majority of the crime in this country 

is homegrown. 

From long experience with immi-

grants, I can say with con�dence 

that almost all are here in a desperate 

search, not just for a better life, but 

in many cases to stay alive. Believe 

me, almost all of them would rather 

have a peaceful life with their rights 

respected in their own countries.

Rev. Michael Burton Roark

Murfreesboro, Tennessee

DANGEROUS PASSAGE

Nice article about asylum-seek-

ers crossing our southern border. 

However, the vast majority of illegal 

crossings are not by quali�ed asy-

lum-seekers, but by illegals who paid 

a small fortune to human traf�ckers 

for passage through very danger-

ous territory to our country. Many of 

these illegals will be indebted to the 

drug cartels for years to pay off their 

debt. If they don’t, the consequences 

will be brutal. 

Richard Ready

Shawano, Wisconsin

ULTIMATE SACRIFICE

The Fall 2023 article by photojour-

nalist Paul Jeffrey suggests that mar-

tyrdom has many forms. In the good 

works portrayed in “Serving Migrant 

Martyrs in Taiwan,” Maryknoll Father 

Joyalito Tajonera is indeed serving an 

Asian Catholic community well. My 

own research as a historian examines 

the implications of the ultimate sacri-

�ce, and its mystery is astounding. 

An example for consideration is 

the life of Maximilian Kolbe, a Pol-

ish priest who gave his life to save a 

Jewish prisoner at Auschwitz during 

World War II. Its beauty is that Kolbe 

was offered a white crown of purity 

and a red crown of martyrdom by the 

Blessed Mother. He earned both.

By Jeffrey’s article, we Christians 

are asked to consider what martyr-

dom means. Perhaps we may some-

day be asked to give the ultimate sac-

ri�ce of our own lives as well. 

Mark A. Sleboda

Redford Township, Michigan

In Africa, Asia and Latin America, Maryknoll priests and brothers serve 

people living on the margins of existence. 

When you support their work, you do more than just make a donation. 

Your gifts and prayers help Maryknoll missioners like Father Kyungsu Son share our 

Catholic faith and put the teachings of Our Lord Jesus Christ into action.

Please consider sending an additional gift to the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers today.

Enclosed please �nd my gift of: :  $50  $35  $25  $15 Other $ ___  

Name: ________________________________

Address: ____________________________City: _______________ State: ____ Zip: ________

 Check enclosed  AMEX  MC  Visa  Disc Card #: ________________________ Exp.: __ / __

Name on Card: __________________________  Signature: _____________________________

Please mark code 2438471001 on your check.  
Make your gift payable to: Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers

and mail to: P.O. Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302

Give online at MaryknollSociety.org or call toll-free 1.888.627.9566 M–F, 8:30–4 ET

Yes! I want to help Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers in Asia, 

Africa and Latin America serve our neediest brothers and sisters. 

“That which you have given away returns.” 
                                — Kaonde Proverb, Southern Africa

Lynn Monahan/Peru
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(Left to right) Deacon Arturo Medina, Friar Jarek Wysoczanski, Sarah Bueter, Julienne Hoang, 

Kathy Flatoff, Bishop Mark Seitz, Theresa Glaser and Maryknoll Father Raymond Finch celebrate 

the sending of the Maryknoll Lay Missioners Class of 2023 at Cristo Rey Church in El Paso, 

Texas. The four lay missioners were sent to El Salvador, Cambodia and Kenya (see story, p. 24).
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